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	The Oklahoma Forestry Association champions the many values of healthy Oklahoma forests. We foster and encourage the use of high ethical standards within the forest industry. We are proponents of sound economic and environmental management and the wise, sustained use of all forest related resources for current and future generations.

Forest Facts

	About the State
	About the Forest Industry*

	Population
	3,450,654
	Forest Based Employment 

(down 900 jobs since 2007!)
	7,857 

	Total Forest Land (acres)
	9,200,000 
	Annual Payroll Income
	$399,000,000

	Nonindustrial Private Forest Land (acres)
	7,426,000 
	Value of Forestry Industry Shipments
	$2,721,493,000

	Estimated Number of Individual and Family Forest Landowners 
	70,500 
	State and Local Tax Payments
	$26,000,000

	Federal Land Under State Fire Protection (acres)
	926,000 
	
	

	Private Land Under State Fire Protection (acres)
	5,340,376 
	* Source: American Forest and Paper Association – AF&PA
	

	Number of Rural Fire Departments 
	878 
	
	

	Number of Cities and Towns 
	691 
	
	


Key Issues
	The economic downturn is negatively impacting forestry in Oklahoma:

· Loss of markets and the lack of access to new markets such as biomass and bioenergy
· Loss of tax revenue to the State and to local communities
· Loss of jobs and reduced community stability, especially in rural areas
· Loss of State Forestry agency budget (estimated 20% cut) which results in loss of statewide delivery of forestry programs, less landowner assistance, reduced access to Federal programs and funding, reduced wildland fire protection
The long-term sustainability and health of Oklahoma’s forest resources are at risk:

· Conversion from forests to other uses (rangeland, urban development, etc.)
· Loss of benefits related to water quality, air quality, wildlife habitat, recreation, etc. 

· Lack of understanding and appreciation for the impact of non-production forests to our economy and quality of life such as water quality, air quality, wildlife habitat, etc.

· Lack of landowner incentives such as tax credits and cost-sharing

· Lack of positive treatment of landowners to encourage long term ownership and management in the form of inheritance taxes and liability laws
· The national economy and changes in forest product markets have seriously affected landowner interest in planting trees and improving their forests

	For more information contact: 
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