LEGISLATIVE ALERT –

BIOMASS DEFINED IN THE RENEWABLE ENERGY STANDARD

The U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Energy & Commerce has
released a draft renewable energy and cap & trade bill.  The draft bill
would exclude federal lands and many private lands from producing
biomass for energy counting towards a national Renewable Energy
Standard. The Committee is moving quickly and plans to approve this bill
in the coming weeks before Memorial Day.

The definition of biomass in this bill is prescriptive and would
restrict biomass from public lands and a great deal of biomass from
private lands, from counting towards a Renewable Electricity Standard
(RES).  In turn, this would result in less energy from woody biomass
rather than more.  

Specifically, the Definition would NOT count biomass used to produce
biomass energy from:

*    'old growth' or 'mature' forests (these terms are not defined
      and would likely be defined by the Dept. of Energy) 
*    'plantations' (planted trees) established after the enactment of
      the Act (again, term is not defined) 
*    Naturally regenerated trees, even if they exist within a
     'plantation' established before the date of enactment 
*    Naturally regenerated forests 
*    Forests identified by a State Natural Heritage Program as rare,
     imperiled, or critically imperiled 
*    Any Federal Land 

Under this definition, the only wood that would qualify would be
precommercial thinnings, slash and residues from trees that did not come
from " old growth or mature forests, areas identified in a state Natural
Heritage Program or federal lands."  This pretty much eliminates the 

majority of the available forest resources.

 

CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATORS !

They need to know that this draft definition of "Biomass" essentially
eliminates any significant use of wood as a renewable source of 
energy. 

